A jaundiced patient at the emergency department.
Jaundice is a common cause for seeking medical attention at an emergency department. The doctor on call should be able to recognize patients whose jaundice requires emergency investigations and treatment in specialized care. Most patients can be treated electively on an urgent referral. Ultrasound scan of the liver will in most cases clarify whether a liver disease or a biliary tract obstruction is in question, and whether the patient should be referred to an internist or a surgeon.